
22 | March 2013 | Harpers Supplement www.harpers.co.uk

HARPERS TASTING

Cape 
Crusaders 
Andrew Catchpole reports on buyers’ 
reactions to a stunning array of the 
country’s best offerings at a special Cape 
Crusaders tasting organised by Harpers 

T
he premise for our Cape Crusaders 
tasting was simple. Subtitled Wines 
for Your Business, it aimed to build 
upon the excitement and buzz 
generated by last autumn’s Cape 
Wines, by inviting agents, importers 

and producers to show a selection of premium wines 
aimed at independent merchants, the on-trade and 
the wholesalers into these sectors. 

Almost 30 estates and labels stepped up to the 
mark, with big hitters DGB, Kleine Zalze and 
Stellenbosch Vineyards (formerly the Company of 
Wine People) joined by a roster of names ranging 
from Ken Forrester, Jordan, Waterkloof, The 
Foundry, Radford Dale and Glenelly to off -piste 
labels like The Liberator and black-owned Kumkani, 
plus much else besides. 

All were united by a common thread – namely to 
focus on raising the bar in terms of recognition and 
listings of South Africa’s quality off ering. 

Open only to buyers with a serious interest in 
South Africa, the tasting was a great success, proving 

Whites ranged from the 
usual suspects to some 
more unexpected blends, 
which received great 
reactions from tasters

WHAT THE TASTERS SAID…
BRETT WOONTON

CO-OWNER, VINOTECA

South Africa has a lot to offer, 
its wines get better and better, 

and there are some good wines here. 
The country lacks a focused image, although many 
of our suppliers do tend to offer us Chenin. There is 
a freshness and texture to many of the wines, with 
good acidity, which works well on the wine list. If I 
can get South Africa on by the glass, customers will 
buy before they try, and this gives con� dence, 
showing that there are some exciting wines.  

STEPHEN FINCH
OWNER, VAGABOND WINES

We are focusing on South Africa 
because, while it is struggling 

to get out of the supermarkets’ bottom 
shelves, it is producing some very exciting wines at 
higher levels. They are interesting and individual, 
like the purity of our South African Riesling, or the 
freshness of Cinsault. The Bordeaux-style blends 
offer good value and the Rhône varieties and blends 
are looking good. There doesn’t seem to be a 
limitation on what South Africa can do.  
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an eye opener – not least in terms of quality and 
styles – with many attendees. 

“It was definitely worth the trip and a good 
reminder of what South Africa is achieving, with 
many wines of interest, including those in the larger 
companies’ portfolios,” reported Julia Jenkins of 
Flagship Wines. 

With 120 wines showing, what really stood out was 
the breadth of South Africa’s offering. Many good 
examples of Chenin, Sauvignon Blanc and 
Chardonnay, revealing South Africa’s diverse 
terroirs, led the whites. But fine example of Viognier 
(The Foundry and Welmoed), Semillon 
(Franschhoek Vineyards) and Riesling (Jordan) 
pointed to much that’s to come in the future; while 
wines such as Zevenwacht Tin Mine (Viognier/
Roussanne/Chenin) and Waterkloof ’s Circle of Life 
(Sauvignon/Chenin/Semillon) were among many 
that showed just how great South Africa is at funky 
but sublime blends. 

Similarly with the reds, classic Bordeaux varieties 
and blends were prominent, from leading producers 

 What the exhibitors said…
Simon LeSchaLLaS
St Aubyn LeSchALLAS  
WineS (VondeLing)

The thing that impresses me is the  
quality coming out of South Africa,  

coupled with the value for money. Although  
long curtailed by apartheid, in a very short  
time the country has embraced modern 
winemaking, though in an Old World way,  
rooted in smaller estates and labels, and  
this style in the middle ground is very  
exciting because it is so appealing.  

Sam heLLyer
SALeS MAnAger,  
dieMerSfontein uK

There’s been 300 years of 
winemaking in South Africa 

and this is what it should be showing, not following 
either the New or Old World in style, but getting 
the balance right for its own vineyards, climates 
and styles of wine. And you can see this in a lot of 
the wines here today. We simply need to keep 
getting this message out and once people  
taste the wines they are converted.  

our taste 
of the 
Cape…
Kleine Zalze
Welmoed
Kumkani
Franschhoek Cellars
Stonewalker
Boschendal
Bellingham
Brampton
Weltevrede
Diemersfontein
Zandvliet 
Vondeling
Ken Forrester
Robertson
Jordan
Zevenwacht Tin Mine
The Liberator
Edgbaston
The Foundry
Villiera
Peacock Ridge
Waterkloof
Muratie
Nederburg
Glenelly
Radford Dale
Lourensford

such as Kleine Zalze and Vondeling, but were joined 
by an ample array of Rhône-biased blends, including 
wines such as Edgbaston’s the Pepper Pot (Syrah/
Mourvèdre/Tannat) and Waterkloof ’s Circle of Life 
red (Cabernet/Merlot/Mourvèdre/Syrah/Grenache). 
Pinot Noir, from cool climates such as Elgin, and 
Pinotage (including Diemersfontein’s brasserie-
friendly coffee-style) also had a look in, plus top 
sparkling wines from the likes of Villiera, along with 
a handful of sweet treats besides. 

And while it may seem churlish to single out one 
wine that really seemed to encapsulate the modern 
face of South Africa (blends aside), if pushed, that 
choice would perhaps be a surprise discovery, 
namely Waterkloof ’s Circumstance Cape Coral Rosé. 

This was a delicately pale, crisp, yet vibrant 
Mourvèdre wine, encapsulating the freshness, 
originality, quality and food-friendly nature of the 
best of the Cape. And, as such, it was yet another 
reminder of the ongoing innovation that currently 
makes South Africa one of the most exciting 
wine-producing countries in the world.  ●

The diversity of styles 
impressed buyers, who 
also commented on 
the excellent value for 
money on offer


